March 4, 2012
Second Sunday of Lent

Reading One
A reading from the book of Genesis (Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18)

God put Abraham to the test. He called to him, "Abraham!"” "Here | am!" he replied. Then God
said: "Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah. There
you shall offer him up as a holocaust on a height that I will point out to you." When they came to
the place of which God had told him, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it.
Then he reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the LORD's messenger called to
him from heaven, "Abraham, Abraham!" "Here | am!" he answered. "Do not lay your hand on
the boy," said the messenger. "Do not do the least thing to him. | know now how devoted you are
to God, since you did not withhold from me your own beloved son." As Abraham looked about,
he spied a ram caught by its horns in the thicket. So he went and took the ram and offered it up
as a holocaust in place of his son. Again the LORD's messenger called to Abraham from heaven
and said: "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you acted as you did in not
withholding from me your beloved son, I will bless you abundantly and make your descendants
as countless as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore; your descendants shall take
possession of the gates of their enemies, and in your descendants all the nations of the earth shall
find blessing- all this because you obeyed my command."

Reading Two
A reading from the Book of Romans (Rom 8:31b-34)

Brothers and sisters:

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but handed him over
for us all, how will he not also give us everything else along with him? Who will bring a charge
against God's chosen ones? It is God who acquits us, who will condemn? Christ Jesus it is who
died-or, rather, was raised- who also is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.



