February 5, 2012
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading One
A reading from the book of Job (Jb 7:1-4, 6-7)

Job spoke, saying:

Is not man's life on earth a drudgery? Are not his days those of hirelings? He is a slave who
longs for the shade, a hireling who waits for his wages. So I have been assigned months of
misery, and troubled nights have been allotted to me. If in bed | say, "When shall | arise?" then
the night drags on; | am filled with restlessness until the dawn. My days are swifter than a
weaver's shuttle; they come to an end without hope. Remember that my life is like the wind; I
shall not see happiness again.

Reading Two
A reading from the First book of Corinthians (1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23)

Brothers and sisters:

If | preach the gospel, this is no reason for me to boast, for an obligation has been imposed on
me, and woe to me if I do not preach it! If | do so willingly, | have a recompense, but if
unwillingly, then I have been entrusted with a stewardship. What then is my recompense? That,
when | preach, | offer the gospel free of charge so as not to make full use of my right in the
gospel. Although I am free in regard to all, I have made myself a slave to all so as to win over as
many as possible. To the weak | became weak, to win over the weak. | have become all things to
all, to save at least some. All this | do for the sake of the gospel, so that | too may have a share in
it.



